March 29, 1989 LB 569

get me there in time. | just ask for advancenment of the bill.
SENATOR LABEDZ: Senator Rogers.

SENATOR ROCGERS: That's people down here.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Senator Norrissey, |'m sorry.

SENATOR NORRI SSEY: Yes, thank you, Madanthair and menbers, |
thank Senator Noore and Senator Rogers for gpenin on

priority bill. I* 11 give you a brief history. Eenat%r Weselr)r/y
has gone over it quickly. Last year you passed 865. = My
predecessor, Senator Remmers and sone peoplefrommy district,

Alan Fankhauser, Peter Beekman,worked pretty hard on that bpill
and LB 865 of |ast year brought NebrasEa up“to speed on the new

technol ogy available for energency nedical technicians with 0

automatic or semi automatic defibrillators. We t hen had the
problems with the rules and regulations in LB569 as simply
implementation legislation to addressthis problem The bil |

would add technical details to the defibrillator legislation,
said that about 15 times last night and | had it down, but. gnd
the bill also sets out yequirements for emergencymedical
technician-A/D, a new category, provides for conpetency testing,
provides for the issuance and reissuance of certificates

provides for the training curriculum and sets standards for
instructors. Par amedi cs and ENT-Ds are now |icensed for
operating manual defi brillators. They nust take a nonthly exam
that requires themto recognize heart rhythms read froma ‘g jp

The new technol ogy allowed by the automatic defibrillators, e
ENT people sinmply put a patch on the patient and a conputer
reads the heart rhythms and will or will not allow a shock \hen
appropriate . A heart attack victim has approximtely a
40 percent chance of survival with this gshgock adm ni stered. If
this shock is not applied within eight mnutes, ihe chances of
survival go waydown. |n ny district there is gp| one town
Humboldt, ~ which is |icensed to run the manual defibrillator.
That greatly reduces the chance of survival of heart attack
victims. | think if you check in your districts you' |l find the
same type of ratio. Very few people are licensed to use the
manual devices. Unless this bill Is passed this year, | fgg]

Beopl e will continue to needl essle/ die from heart attacks
ecause the basic life support systemfor the emergency edical

technicians in a state will not allowthemto deliver heart
shocks using the automatic and sem automatic defibri Ilators. (o
all the bills that are presented this year, this pjj actually
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